try, or any other German industry, shall become depend-
ent upon foreign capital and be used as a base for the
regeneration of Germany's war-industrial potential, or as
a bulwark of reaction in Europe.
AI the same time, it is essential that the German people
be afforded an opportunity of themselves getting to grips
with the restoration of their civilian economy. Not only
must we not hinder this, it is our duty to assist Germany's
economic recovery and the improvement of the material
living conditions of the German people. We shall then
firmly ensure the fufilment by Germany of her obligations,
and create the premises for the establishment of good rela-
tions between Germany and other democratic countries.
There is no need to fear competition from the Ger-
mans. There is at present a shortage of goods everywhere
in Germany, which compels the Germans to fall further
and further into debt, leads Germany to the loss of economic
independence and promises the peoples of Europe nothing
good in the future. Confidence must be shown towards all
those Germans who are engaged in the rebuilding of the
peace economy for the satisfaction of the requirements of
their own people and of trade with other, countries. At the
same time, proper four-Power control must be ensured
over the economic and political development of Germany.
It remains for me to draw the conclusion from what
has been said.
The practice of separatist actions which lead to split-
ting 'Germany must cease- Experience demonstrates the lam-
entable results to which this leads.
Germany's economic unity will be restored if we carry
out the decisions of the Potsdam conference, which provide
a splendid basis for the maintenance both of the economic
and political unity of Germany. Without the restoration of
Gennany's economic unity it is impossible to alleviate the